How To Develop Your Faith
Mark 8:11-33

1. Little Hope. Mark 8:11-13
STRANGE GENERATION
Crazy Law suits. People don’t recognize signs
» Woman crashes on curve, sues county claiming 10mph speed limit was inadequate warning
> lllegal immigrants sue rancher who stopped them on his property at gunpoint and turned them
over to the Border Patrol
» Tourist sues New York club after she slipped while dancing on top of the bar

Aggressive Christianity: Rev. Marc Grizzard, pastor of the Amazing Grace Baptist Church
in Canton, N.C., staged an October book-burning of "Satan's" literature, including works
by Mother Teresa and Rev. Billy Graham and any Bible besides the original King James
version. [WYFF-TV (Greenville, S.C.)-AP, 10-16-09]

Here’s Your Sign:

Last time | had a flat tire, | pulled my truck into one of
those side-of-the-road gas stations. The attendant walks

out, looks at my truck, looks at me, and | SWEAR he said,
"Tire go flat?" | couldn't resist. said, "Nope. | was

driving around and those other three just swelled right up on
me. Here's your sign."

A couple of months ago | went fishing with a buddy of mine,
we pulled his boat into the dock, I lifted up this big 'ol
stringer of bass and this idiot on the dock goes, "Hey, y'all
catch all them fish?" "Nope - Talked 'em into giving up.
Here's your sign.”

It's like before my wife and I moved. Our house was full of
boxes and there was a U-Haul truck in our driveway. My
friend comes over and says "Hey, you moving?" "Nope. We just
pack our stuff up once or twice a week to see how many boxes
it takes. Here's your sign."”

learned to drive an 18 wheeler in my days of

adventure. Wouldn't ya know | misjudged the height of

a bridge. The truck got stuck and I couldn't get it

out no matter how I tried. | radioed in for help and

eventually a local cop shows up to take the report.

He went through his basic questioning. No problem. |
thought for sure he was clear of needing a sign...

until he says "So..is your truck stuck?" I couldn't

help myself! I looked at him, looked back at the rig,
then back to him and said, "No I'm delivering a bridge
...Here's your sign!".



2. Some Hope. Mark 8:16-21

As Alexander the Great was setting out on his conquest of Asia, he inquired into the finances of his followers.
To ensure that they would not be troubled over the welfare of their dependents during their absence, he
distributed crown estates and revenues among them. When he had thus disposed of nearly all the royal
resources, his friend General Perdiccas asked Alexander what he had reserved for himself. "Hope," answered
the king.

"In that case,"” said Perdiccas, "we who share in your labors will also take part in your hopes.” He then refused
the estate allotted to him, and several other of the king's friends did the same.

Daily Walk, May 25, 1992.

A man approached a little league baseball game one afternoon. He asked a boy in the dugout what the score
was. The boy responded, "Eighteen to nothing--we're behind."”

"Boy," said the spectator, "I'll bet you're discouraged.”
"Why should I be discouraged?" replied the little boy. "We haven't even gotten up to bat yet!"

Source Unknown.

3. More Hope. Mark 8:27-33

A number of years ago researchers performed an experiment to see the effect hope has on those undergoing
hardship. Two sets of laboratory rats were placed in separate tubs of water. The researchers left one set in the
water and found that within an hour they had all drowned. The other rats were periodically lifted out of the
water and then returned. When that happened, the second set of rats swam for over 24 hours. Why? Not because
they were given a rest, but because they suddenly had hope!

Those animals somehow hoped that if they could stay afloat just a little longer, someone would reach down and
rescue them. If hope holds such power for unthinking rodents, how much greater should is effect be on our
lives.

Today in the Word, May, 1990, p. 34.




